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On Nov. 3, president of the Chilean Catholic Church's Episcopal Conference, Msgr. Carlos
Gonzalez, called for conciliatory gestures on the part of the government and the political opposition
toward creating a climate of peace. Gonzalez read a statement at the international airport in
Santiago, where he received the new papal nuncio, Msgr. Giulio Enaudi. Gonzalez said, "It is
unadvisable for the country to ignore the [Oct. 5 presidential] plebiscite, and believe that everything
continues the same as before...[G]estures of conciliation by both sides are necessary at the present
time." In the plebiscite, Gen. Augusto Pinochet was defeated in a bid to continue as Chile's
president until 1997. According to Gonzalez, initiatives that would contribute to peace include
speeding up the process of judiciary decision-making on the cases of political prisoners; reforms
of the secret police; clarification of "many unexplained facts" to the Chilean public; release from
prison of two major labor leaders who have been sentenced to 1-1/2 years; and, the return to Chile
of clergypersons who had been exiled on orders by the government. Since the plebiscite, Chile's
political opposition parties and the Church have requested negotiations with the armed forces to
accelerate the transition to democratic government. Pinochet has rejected all attempts at modifying
the constitution toward moving up the date of competitive elections for president and members of
congress, currently set for December 1989. According to Msgr. Gonzalez the plebiscite demonstrated
that Chileans wish to proceed with "respect, dialogue and peace...It is just to recognize the economic
successes of the present system. But, it is also necessary to recognize that distribution of economic
wealth requires criteria linked to the dignity and respect workers deserve." (Basic data from AP,
11/03/88)
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